Part One - On the steps: a photographic log
The River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc. (RLCAG) formed in January 2007 with the express purpose of opposing the proposed weir across the River Murray below Wellington (now known as Pomanda Weir) and addressing the issue of over-allocation. 

Within two weeks RLCAG had campaign literature, badges, stickers and flyers, a website, and committees planning local events. On March 2007, the group took to their message to Adelaide. King William Street was a sea of yellow.
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The struggle continues. The weir across the River Murray has not been built but dam/regulators have been constructed at Clayton Bay and on Currency Creek. When the newly created Murray-Darling Basin Authority releases its draft plan in June 2010, we will have some idea regarding how over-allocation is to be addressed.

The steps of Parliament House have been the focus of much RLCAG action. This photographic log tracks our presence “on the steps”. It is a busy space. We have got to know many characters. Adelaideans have got to know us. Since December 2009 we have been there almost every day as the Fresh Water Embassy. http://hurrysavethemurray.com/fresh-water-embassy/
The Fresh Water Embassy, an initiative of the RLCAG, was launched at Clayton Bay on June 28, 2009 and kept an eight week vigil on site during the construction of the dam/regulators.  On July 24, 2009, we brought the Embassy to Adelaide for the first time. We were waiting for answers from Ministers Maywald and Weatherill regarding our challenges to the science on which the decision to build the regulators was based. The two chairs represent the Ministers. David Peake and his wife Down Horton heard about us on the radio and drove from Swan Reach to join us on the steps. David Peake (Independent) was a candidate in the seat of Chaffey, which was held by Karlene Maywald (National) until Tim Wetstone (Lib) won the seat in the March 20, 2010 election.
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Channel 7 followed the story of the Embassy. July 24, 2009. Chris Warren and Diane Bell discues details of a photograph of the dam/regulator.
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July 24, 2009: Mark Parnel (Green, MLC), Nick Xenophon (Ind Senator) and David Winderlich (Ind MLC) welcomed the Embassy to the steps and established diplomatic relations.

Story at:  http://hurrysavethemurray.com/2009/07/24-july-2009-the-embassy-travels-to-adelaide/
The Water Action Coalition (WAC) organised a rally on October 10, 2009 on the steps. Some 10 community groups and a number of politicians – Liberal, Greens, Family First, Independents – addressed the crowd.  We sang. We had street theatre. We chanted.
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Ruth Trigg of the RLCAG with map and Corrie Vanderhoek of the Save Our Gulf Coalition. Corrie ran on a Do Desal, No Dams platform with John Tregenza for the Upper House in the March 20, 2010 election.

Story: http://hurrysavethemurray.com/2009/10/10-october-2009-rally-adelaide/
December 11, 2009: Festive Friday. The Embassy presented awards to 12 politicians – state and federal – who had responsibilities with respect to the River Murray. All but the ALP ministers were present to receive their awards or sent representatives.
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Story and list of awards and awardees: http://hurrysavethemurray.com/2009/12/10-december-2009-alert-december-11-is-festive-friday/
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