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25 June 2009

MEDIA RELEASE:  River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc wins Jill Hudson Award      
“A bitter-sweet moment”, said Professor Diane Bell as she accepted the 2009 Jill Hudson Award for Environmental Protection from the Conversation Council of South Australia on behalf of the River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc. Jay Weatherill, Minister for Environment and Conservation and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation presented the award to the RLCAG and Peter Laffin, with whom the group shared the prize.

“The award not only recognises the considerable efforts of our group in fighting to save the River Murray, Lakes Alexandrina, Lake Albert and the Coorong”, said Bell. “It also recognises the extremely difficult circumstances under which we have worked.” 
“We would love to stand here and say we have prevailed. Our mission has been to address over-allocation of water as the underlying cause for the crisis in our region and to oppose the building of more weirs. We have argued that these Ramsar Wetlands constitute an integrated ecosystem and that the land can survive drought and, in fact, that the Lake Alexandrina is doing reasonable well.”

“Our group believes our activities, campaigns, publications, lobbying, rallies, talks, trips, networking have all helped raise the level of debate. However, the construction of these dams, called ‘Regulators’ has begun this week in Clayton Bay and on the Finniss River and Currency Creek. We now hear the heavy earth-moving equipment and soon we will hear the pumping of water from Lake Alexandrina into a new ‘weir pool’ that is being created. Have we learned nothing of the history of weirs in the last century? Of the dangers of stagnant water, algal blooms, increased salinity and silt accumulation?”
“We have done everything that is humanely possible to prevent this destruction. We have written well-documented and researched submissions, attended meetings at 48 hours notice and been power-pointed to near death. We have filled in forms and had our words recorded on butchers’ paper and post-it notes. To what end? When we ask for the data to support the assertions being made by the SA Govt to justify the building of these ‘Regulators’, we are told we wouldn’t understand. When we ask for the reports, we are told they are with the ‘client’. We phone and email but we get dribbles of data and preliminary reports that recommend more monitoring. We read we have been consulted, but we have been talked at and talked down to.”

We would like to have seen the amount of time, money and energy that has been devoted to engineering works, focussed on local seed collection, plant nurseries and documenting the regrowth. We are delighted that the SA Govt is catching up with our advocacy of working with nature in their bioremediation projects but believe they are yet to truly engage the local communities and benefit from our local knowledge.

“Are we giving up? No way. This weekend we will be launching the Fresh Water Embassy at Clayton Bay. We will keep a peaceful vigil for the duration of the construction. The Embassy will represent the fresh water species who have not been heard, who have been gagged and who will suffer as Lake Alexandrina is cut off from the fresh water tributaries. The Embassy will be an educational function and we will be establishing a controlled experimental site with native plants.”

“The Ngarrindjeri will join us on Sunday. Their loss and pain is palpable. They have opposed these regulators but must now bear witness to interference and damage to their sacred sites. On Sunday they will conduct a traditional smoking ceremony and we light our “eternal flame” from their fire.”

“Minister Weatherill, we thank you for presenting this award and invite you to the launch of the Fresh Water Embassy on Sunday at 10.30am. We think it is time you stood on the cliff at Clayton Bay with us, looked over to Kumarangk (Hindmarsh Island) and saw the dynamic movement of water down the tributaries and into Lake Alexandrina before that life giving water in cut off by ‘Regulators’.”

Visit www.hurrysavethemurray.com; Contact Diane Bell 0427 554 194
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