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          July 20, 2009

Dear Minister Jay Weatherill,
As a matter of great urgency we seek an immediate halt to the construction of the weir (“Regulator”) at Clayton Bay. 

The Regulator is no longer required. There is no imminent ecological collapse. There is no emergency.

We see the tributaries recovering. The rains are diluting the acid. Salinity levels are down. The liming has assisted with hot spots.  The country is greening up. The Acid Sulfate Soils are being reclaimed. Bioremediation is working. Let us nurture nature and take the time to see the results of the tests currently underway. 

Independent scientists are speaking out: Dr Mike Geddes, Evolutionary Ecology, Adelaide University; Dr Keith Walker; Fresh Water Ecologist.  They are highly critical of these structures and their opinions are based on sound science.  The science of soil chemistry has dominated the debate. We ask that you listen to ecologists who speak for the whole system.

All things are connected. We know that. The Ngarrindjeri know that. Do not disconnect the River Murray from the mouth.  Do not block the fresh water flow from the tributaries to Lake Alexandrina and the River Murray to the sea.  Work with us.

The Embassy will be in Port Augusta and is looking forward to meeting with you and other members of the Community Cabinet.

Diane Bell for the River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc
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