Diane Bell: Speaking notes: Jan 18, 2011, Murray Bridge: Windsor Inquiry

To the Committee: Thank you from River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group Inc. (RLCAG) for the invitation to speak here today. 

We are very aware of the drama unfolding in many of your communities as the floods wreak havoc and our thoughts are with you.

RLCAG is an independent community-based organisation that has argued for

· federal management of the river by an independent authority;

· a healthy river = healthy communities and healthy economies

· we are all in this together; solutions must be made that are fair, equitable and transparent; this would go a long way to address anxiety, frustration and alienation in wider community.

We acknowledge that we are meeting on Ngarrindjeri country and find deep wisdom in their stories of the river and guidance as to how it might be managed. For the Ngarrindjeri, the Murray Mouth is a site where sea meets river, a site of great energy and creative force.

……………

Can we do it?

This Inquiry is an opportunity to focus on core issues around socio-economic impacts and to reshape the plan and the debate.

We thank the committee for having read our submission and in this presentation highlight guiding principles:

1. We ask for conceptual clarity re

· water as a commodity, a thing to be moved around, allocated, divided up, subjected to a politics of scarcity, a resource, an asset
· River as a living body, relies on connectivity, requires holistic thinking, a politics of interdependence

2. We note the unleashing of the awesome power of the river– droughts and flooding rains – and observe this living body has an erratic pulse.

Can we live with it? Can we manage it?

3. Ours is not a parochial position, rather a prescient plea – our position addresses local, state, national and international interests – our starting point is at the Murray Mouth as icon and indicator of the healthy of the river system. Let us remember

· 2 million tonnes of salt and nutrients come down the river each year
· we can’t just open the barrages to sea water- would create a saline swamp, not flushable through mouth, destroy Ramsar site
· if block river at Wellington, no flushing of salts, create stagnant pool
4. Priority -communicate to Australian nation why changes are being contemplated and how they are in all our interests – to do so we need

· a vision of Australian society, not just economy – what will post-plan Australian look like?

· to engage all Australians, urban/rural, young/old, male/female and extend the notion of who is stakeholder and who is expert 

· to shift debate - captive of special interests and water experts to wider engagement

5. Priority – generate socio-economic studies that address the ‘social’, help us imagine a post plan 21 century Australia – commend work of Chris Miller

6. Go to the map of region: explain connectivity of the system: how parts function to maintain the integrity of the whole: The Murray Mouth as a complex of waterways; a microcosm of complexity of Basin as a whole; explain wind, water, movement, quality/quantity, need to fully remove bund between Lakes Albert and Alexandrina and the regulator at Clayton Bay.

7. Urgent that we act: recent floods and drought indicate poor management in times of plenty and scarcity: need integrated plan.

How do we live with the awesome power of the River?

Position Australia in the face of climate change? 

How is the vision of a post plan Australia to be communicated?
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